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Public Information Meeting
for the proposed

Assembly Street Railroad Separation Project
Columbia, SC
June 5, 2018

The South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT), in cooperation with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) welcomes you to
the public information meeting for the proposed Assembly Street Railroad Separation Project
in Richland County, South Carolina (refer to Figure 1, page 2). The purpose of this meeting is
to provide an opportunity for the public to provide input concerning how existing rail and
roadway conditions in the project area affect the community and to gain insight on public
concerns, issues, and opportunities within the project area.
This public information meeting will consist of an informal session from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
where you will have an opportunity to learn more about the proposed project and interact with
the SCDOT, FHWA, and project staff (identified by nametags) on a one-on-one basis. There
will be no formal presentation.
Displays showing information about the proposed project have been placed around the room
and SCDOT and project staff are available to assist you and answer questions. This booklet
is intended to provide you with information about the proposed project and ways you can be
involved.
The FWHA and FRA, in cooperation with SCDOT, are preparing an Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed project to evaluate potential impacts in compliance with
the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). Gathering information about those
living in the area and determining how the proposed project would affect members of the
public is an important part of the NEPA process. In addition, you are the ones traveling the
project corridor on a regular basis, so we need your input in order to establish current
conditions and determine how we can best improve the project corridor to help you. While we
recognize that everyone will not be satisfied with the project, SCDOT’s goal is to provide
improvements for those living in the area and using the roadways.
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What is the Assembly Street Railroad Separation Project?

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Railroad Administration
(FRA), in cooperation with the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT),
are in the process of preparing environmental documentation and conceptual
engineering for the consolidation and separation of rail corridors along Assembly Street
and surrounding areas located south of downtown Columbia, South Carolina. SCDOT is
responsible for managing the project, while FHWA and FRA will provide final approval.
The project area is generally bounded by:
Blossom Street to the north,
Pickens Street and Norfolk Southern’s R-line to the east,
Norfolk Southern (NS) rail line approximately 3 miles southeast of Rosewood
Drive toward Andrews Yard and S. Beltline Boulevard, and
Catawba Circle/Heyward Street/Dreyfuss Road/Assembly Street to the west.
In addition to the limits described above, this project may involve railroad improvements
to the existing NS W-line and CSXT S-line currently located along the corridor
commonly known as “The Ditch,” as well as improvements to the existing NS R-line
between Pickens Street and west of Huger Street. Furthermore, the project consists of
developing the conceptual engineering for roadway improvements necessary for the
completion of the environmental document within the designated project area, including
the Olympia - Huger Street Connector.

Why is the Project Needed?
The preliminary purpose of the project is to improve rail operations and improve
vehicular connectivity while alleviating vehicle congestion associated with frequent
freight rail movements through the project area.

How is the Project Funded?
Currently, only the environmental documentation and conceptual engineering are
funded; these phases are funded through federal Congressional Earmark funds and an
FRA grant, matched with funding from the City of Columbia. Right-of-way acquisition
and construction funding options may include local pursuit of federal grants, as well as
other existing transportation funding options.

How has the Project Developed Over Time?
1981 EIS
Columbia Railroad
Relocation
and Roadway
Grade Separation
Project

Four phases:
Phase 1-A (Assembly Street)
Phase 1-B (Elmwood Loop completed in 1980's)
Phase 1-C (the "Ditch" completed in 1987)
Phase II (Fairwold Connection)
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What is the NEPA Process?
NEPA stands for the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, which is a federal law that
ensures that federal agencies thoroughly evaluate alternatives and the negative and beneficial
impacts for a project as well as gather input from the public and federal and state agencies on
the project. An Environmental Assessment (EA) is being prepared for this project. This is the
start of the EA; alternatives have not been analyzed at this time, but they will be developed
and evaluated as project scoping concludes and the input from the agencies and public are
evaluated.

How is the Assembly Street Project Different from the
Capital City Mill District Project?
The Capital City Mill District (CCMD) Area and Corridor Plan was a joint planning effort
between the City of Columbia and Richland County. The plan was adopted by the City and the
County in December 2017. The study area for the CCMD plan aligns with the Granby/Whaley/
Olympia area identified in the Plan Columbia Land Use Update. The purpose of the CCMD
plan was to create a plan that establishes a community vision for future development of the
study area. The plan provides recommendations and implementation strategies to achieve
that vision. The planning process for the CCMD plan included extensive public input that
shaped the vision, goals and guiding principles for the area and identified priorities which
became the foundation for establishing the plan’s recommendations.
Although the Assembly Street Railroad Separation Project study area contains portions of the
CCMD area, this project is different from the CCMD planning process in that it is evaluating
alternatives for the potential consolidation and separation of railroads along Assembly Street
and surrounding areas in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA). The NEPA process sets the framework for protection of the human and natural
environment and is required when a federal action may impact that environment. Alternatives
will be developed and all reasonable alternatives will be examined and evaluated to determine
whether they can address the project needs; a “no-build” alternative is always considered as
part of the assessment.
Preliminary alternatives must meet the purpose and need of the project in order to be carried
for forward analysis. The environmental impacts associated with the alternatives are assessed
and the alternatives are refined in an effort to avoid environmental impacts, address issues,
provide the best engineering solution and minimize overall project costs. Mitigation is
considered for unavoidable impacts. Throughout this process, input is proactively sought and
obtained from all stakeholders, including the public and resource and regulatory agencies.
Ultimately, after concisely documenting and disclosing the study efforts, an informed decision
is made as to which alternative best satisfies the project needs while balancing all the human
and natural environmental Impacts and complying with other applicable federal and state
regulations.
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What Federal, State and Local Agencies are Involved?
SCDOT, in cooperation with FHWA and FRA, is working collaboratively with other agencies
on the development of the Environmental Assessment (EA). It is essential to work with agency
partners to link the environmental and planning processes. The process continues to actively
involve partners and interested parties in an open, cooperative and collaborative process,
beginning at the planning stages and continuing through project development, construction
and operations.

What are the Next Steps for the Proposed Project?
Following the completion of the first agency scoping meeting (held May 17, 2018), first
stakeholders meeting (held May 30, 2018) and first public involvement meeting (held June 5,
2018), the project team will incorporate comments received from the agencies and members
of the public. These comments will serve as a guide to help refine the purpose and need and
the project study area as needed. The project team will then begin to outline the
methodologies for field evaluations and development of the alternatives. Alternatives
development and conceptual engineering will continue throughout the summer, and a second
public information meeting will be held sometime in late 2018. A third public information
meeting will be held in early 2019. Comments received from the public will be incorporated
throughout the entire project development process. SCDOT anticipates finalizing the EA and
making it available for public review with a public hearing scheduled for the end of 2019. A
final environmental decision is anticipated in early 2020, depending on availability of funding.
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How Can I Get Involved?
The Assembly Street Railroad Separation Project is just getting started, and SCDOT wants
to hear from you. There are several ways to make your voice heard!
Fill out a comment form at this meeting and submit it to the boxes provided
at today’s meeting.
Fill out a comment form and return it by mail to SCDOT.
Submit a comment online by visiting our project website at

https://AssemblyStreetRailProject.com.
Submit a response to our survey at this meeting or by visiting our project
website.
Sign up for our mailing list at https://assemblystreetrailproject.com.
Follow the project on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/AssemblyStreetRailProject.
Additional public information meetings will be held throughout the phases of project
development. Sign up for our emailing list or follow the project on Facebook (see above) to
make sure you’re up to date!
SCDOT Project Manager: Jennifer Necker
PO Box 191
Columbia, SC 29202-0191
(803) 737-7829
info@assemblystreetrailproject.com
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